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To THE 


RIGHT HONOYRABLE 


WILLIAM PITT, 


TR E - candid manner in which you pro- 
: poſed the Taxes, ought to Prevent finding | 
fault with any thing that has yet paſſed 
relating to them. Your declared readineſs 
| to hear what might be | advanced on the 
. ſubject, and your well k nown Zeal for the | 
- good of your country, induce me to trouble 5 
you and the world with the following ob- 
ſervations, being fully convinced, that no 
duty ; 


\ 


— — — — — — — 
— — r A * — 


— 


and eſteem, 


— Ge —— 2 


duty ſo hurtful, as that on coals, ever was 
propoſed, or, I might almoſt ſay, ever can 


be, and I am, with mich 3 reſpect, 


—— 


1 — 


your moſt obedient, - 
humble ſervant, 


THE AUTHOR, 


London, : 5th Jug. 17 $29 


OBSERVATIONS, 


E bj ect Gf all dens the ſame fe TY = 
O Je Al PICS is kung lame, LO Tale 


money for pyblic purpoſes. The truth is 


generally admitted. that thoſe leaſt opureſive are 
the beſt Now thoic really he leaſt oppreſſive, 

are ſuch as are raiſed without infringement. on the 
civil liberty of the ſubject, and that are levied at | 
the leaſt expence, and the moſt equally. 1 here are 
two. kinds of expence in raiſing taxes, lt, the 
aftual money paid to the ſervants of Government, 

and 2d. the erpence that it throws upon indi- 
1 viduals, and conſequently, upon the nation at large. 
i of thele is the moſt evident, and moſt 
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13 1 


n poiat to the propoſers of taxes; ; but the ſecond 


1s often the greateſt, and 1s really of moſt con- 


ſequence. A view has generally been had in 


laying duties on manufactures to theſe expences, 
and with great propriety.—lt is better to pay a 
duty on leather, than on every individual pair of 
ſhoes, tho! there is an increaſe of expence in ſhoes, 
not only on account of the tax, but on account of 
the money paid increaſing the value of the commo- 
dity to every hand that it Paſles thro”, after that duty | 
is paid; ſo that they are obliged to increaſe their 
profits, and every one muſt have as much profit per | 
| cent. on the tax, as on the intrinſic value of the ma- ; 
terial. Therefore, it follows, that provided ] Revenue 2 
Officers can keep clear of the complexity of doing 85 
buſineſs with Retailers and Conſumers, ( which laſt 
8 tends to an infringement on civil liberty) the more 
complete the articles are before the duty i is laid on, 
the better, to ſteer between theſe, i is then part of the 


buſineſs of the Stateſman in laying on kaxes, This 
general principle has been under ſlood ſufficiently 
by many people, and raw materials have been con- 
ſidered as not being proper ſubjects for taxation. 
' | Þ 


7 1 


If this is the caſe with the articles of thoſe manu- 
factures that are carried on by people with great 


capitals, andin a large and extenſive way, it is ſtill 


more ſo 1 in many things that paſs in manufacturing 


thro' the hands of poor men in a ſmall way, to 


Whom money is of infinitely more value ; for by 
| Jaying a tax of one ſhilling on an article that 
paſſes through the hands of ten poor manufacturers, | 
after the tax is laid on, and to whom money is : 
worth ten Per cent. during the time the goods are 


in their hands, the ſhilling will juſt be doubled. 


The late taxes on Receipts and Bills, are very free 
from theſe objections, but they involve another 5 
evil, not ſa very common with taxes, which i 8 
that of impeding buſineſs, and making i it more trou- 

bleſome and ſometimes 1 more intricate. This is only 5 
mentioned by way of completing the general obſer- 
vations on taxes, for i it is quite een to the pre- 5 


ſent ſubject. ; 


of all the taxes that ever were laid on, that on 
| Coals i is the one that dank moſt of tho evil of : 
the 
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the taxes on raw. materials ; ſuppoſing it is to in- 
clude manufactures in general, if it does not, let us 
ſee what the conſequences muſt be. — lt is only 
neceſſary here to oblerve. that a drawback does 
not prevent the evil, unleſs that drawback is ſo 
even as to prevent the manufacturers from a 
neceſſu, of advancing any money; for i 1n the caſe 
of the article before inſtanced, that by paſſing thro? 
the hands of ten manufa*urers after the tax was 
laid on, doubled: the amount of that tax. Sup- 
poſe there was a drawback of one and a half, alter ; 
that advance of price, Nil the value would be ' 
increaſed e one ſhilling, and the revenue would get 
nothing but a double expence of collecting the tax, 
and allowing the drawback. This may ſeem odd, 
but it is really the caſe; for to many {mall 
manufafturers who have no credit for money, 
(here it is to be remarked, that. poor manu- 
| faQurers borrow goods, that is, they work on other 
people's materials, but not with their money, for 
which they can get no credit) it is worth cent. Per 
55 cent. and often much more per annum. 


That 


9] 
That the tax on coals partakes of the evils of 
taxes on raw materials in the moſt eminent degree, 
is evident from many circumſtances ; and its uni- 
verlality i is ſo immenſe, that years will not be able to 


reſtore. the balance 'betwdta different manufac- 


£2 tures, and no period will put an end to the evil con · 


ſequences. The manufacturer of glaſs, for inſtance, | 
: pays more for his coals, he allo Pays more for the ; 
pots in which his glaſs i is mixed; more for the red 


lea 4a great deal more) which is one material, more 


for the alkali, another material. The bricks are 


alſo much dearer, becauſe of che double duty on 


them, (for a tax on coals is a tax on bricks, and 


on almoſt every thing elle) and even the iron tools 


5 and the braſs, are increaſed i in value by. this new 


tax, fo that he cannot eſtimate his  expences —- - 


There are ſome other manufacturies chat will, if : 
5 poſlible, be more ſeverely hurt; it is impoſſible 
5 the tax can be meant to extend to iron furnaces, 
elle that would be a glaring inſtance ; but there 
are : manufaRories of vitro], aqua fortis, alkali e, 
CT dhe 
4 Alkat; is likely to make a preat a to > the internal 


5 weak of this kingdom, having hitherto been imported 0 
the amount of ſome hundred thouſands a year. 


the N of braſs, rallies of iron, &c. theſe 
manufaQori ies _ undoubtedly leave this country 
when coals are taxed, at lealt ſome of them, 
and. in ſome degree. Suppoſe then that the tax 
in generally incluſive, it will be a moſt ruinous 
one. Let us now endeavour to prove, that if 
not general? 9 incluſive, it will not be productive. 
If not generally mncluſioe, ve, it muſt have fome 
| bounds——great / manufaQtories ſuppoſed to be 
exempted, then it is equally neceſſary to exempt 
the ſmall ones, for five iixths of hardwares, and ; 
all things that admit of it, are manuſactured by 


ſwall maſters, and often by individuals, who ſell 

| their own work :—nails, for inſtance, an immenſe 

manufacture, and of great conſequence to this 
country, are all done in this way by a man, and = 


A 


often his wife and children, who work at home. 


Smith- work too, is generally and by | far the molt 
part done by petty maſters, all other manufaRtures | 
are the fame, in a greater or leſſer degree. Small . 
manufacturers are the cauſe of felling cheap—for 
great dealers are the only ones hoe can keep us 
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prices; nod if manufacturers in ſmall are diſ. 
couraged, the trade of this country will fall off 


terribly, | Now the tax that does not extend to 
great, ſhould, therefore, not extend to ſmall, and 
the ſmall manufacturers do not keep their buſineſs- 


coals: ſeparate from their houſe-coals, nor can a 


ſeparation be effected without involving two of the 


evils firſt mentioned about taxes, viz. infringing : 


the civil liberty. of the ſubject, and i incurring great 


expence in revenue officers, and in trouble to the 


ind, viduals. It i is therefore pretty evident, that if 


generally ancluft ve, the tax will be a ruinous one, 


and if not ſo, that it will be neceſſary to make 
fo many exceptions, that it will not be very 


: 8 


Another objeRion that gh be made to the tax, 
a8 it now lands, IS, that being per ton, and not per 
valorem, it will double and treble the price of ſome 
ſorts of coals, and that the worſt ſort, ſo that the | 
| manufactures that exiſt by the cheapreſs of coals 
5 muſt be ruined, and the bad coals at the pit muſt 
1 be loſt, as they will not be \ wor th the duty, and 
7 * 2 what 
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what makes it particularly oppreſſive is, that thoſe 


manufaQories that have ſettled in coal counties, 


for the ſake of coals, will pay as dear, though 


they always uſe the worſl, as thoſe at a diſtance 


that get of a better quality, for as the beſt quality 
bears the expence of carriage belt, the worſt are 


uled al home. 5 


It is like demonſtrating an axiom," to prove this 


to be a bad tax, and it is not unreaſonable to con- 
clude, that of all poſſible taxes, this 1 is- the Hoſt : 
5 hurtful to trade, that a tax on cold water (for i it itſelf 
is a tax on warm water) would not be worſe, and 
| that one on bread would not be ſo bad. lt would 
be ſaying too much, to ſay that the tax might not | 


be made much better, but it is fo intricately, and : 


lo extenſively connected with erery kind of bufi- 
nels, that it ſurely would be very difficult. 
Taxes muſt be inſtituted, but it is not neceſſary 
they ſhould be all done this ſeaſon, ' 200,000 may 
be wanted till another year, or till there 1s more 
5 time to o dige the dagen if not, and | it is deter- | 


* 
ON 5 Ko: 


a | 


mined to raiſe the money from this time, the fol- 
lowing are IT as s being leſs ar 


Firſt, A tax on according to the rents. 


* Secondly, A ſmall duty on goods carried by 


inland navigations, which would not hurt the 


canals, and the duty on carriers operate as 
a drawback,.. and is, at preſent, an unfair ad- | 
vantage in favour of canals; beſides, it could 


not, at any rate, hurt them ſo much as the duty | 


on coals, which will be a terrible loſs to them, 
as the carriage of heavy goods, ſuch as coal, 
125 lime, fone, | brick, &c. are the real ſupport of 
canals, and it is chiefly by carrying ſuch heavy | 
goods, that canals are of ule to the country ; | 
| certain it it is, that few. canals have paid the 


adventurers in them, vithout they had thoſe 
- articles, to carry. 
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Third, A 4 on al Borilla and Pot- al im- 
x ported into this kingdom, landen * to keep ; 
5 * 
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part of thoſe immenſe ſums at home that yearly 


go for them; which would be the caſe, as ſome 


able Chymiſts now manufacture that article in | 


Swat auer e 


Fourth, A a on carpets, and ſome articles 
* cabinet work. 


2 34 ) 


8 


25 Perhaps, even theſe might not be quite equal 


to the duty on coals; but, if they were half equal : 
to it, they at leaſt would not coſt the nation one 


fixth of the money. The evil of the Coal tax is ſo 


ſubdivided, fo extenſe ve, and fo. much at the very rook 
/ trade, that the extent or limit, 4 its evil cannot te 
 fimated nor aſcertained. e 


5 


The Author of this is only concerned in dhe 
duty on Coals, as a friend to trade and to the 
nation, for he neither ſtands nor falls. in conſe- 


quence of it; but the opportunities he has had of ; 


being well acquainted with the manner of doing 
| buſineſs, both in great and ſmall manufactories, | 


end in different parts of England, and having 


ſome 


> 


1156 ] 


N ſome knowledge, both from experience and obſer- 


vation, of the general baſis of manufactures in 


this country, makes him tremble for the conſe- 


quences. 1 eee e . 


It is impoſſible for a Miniſter, or for any man 


| high in rank and public buſineſs, who has not had | 
time to attend 10 trade, as carried on by indi- 
viduals, in different parts of England, to ſee the 0 
extent 01 the evil; therefore, if he ſhould be miſ- 
taken, or miſinformed, it is no impeachment 
5 either c on his- head, or his attention to the ſubje&, 5 
nor even of thoſe about Hm, who may aſſiſt in | 


framing public taxes. | 


If the hinge Obſervations will Galy 1 be the 


2 means of turning the attention of the Minilter, and | 
of - the people, to the ſubject, the purpoſe they 
were wrote for will be fully anſwered. Short as 
the time is, and unaccuſtomed to writing, the 
Author does not chuſe to lengthen this by nu- 

merous inſtances of facts, to ſupport ſome of his 


; aſſertions ; | but if there are not enough in the 58 


| knowledge 
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